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We are very fortunate to have Steve 
Morgan speaking to us about how he 
grows bromeliads. Many of us have 
seen (and purchased) Steve’s won-
derful plants for sale at the Narooma 
Show and here is a chance to find 
out just what he does to produce 
such great plants. He probably won’t 
have anything for sale, but will have 
some examples of bromeliads in 
flower.  

Next  Meeting 

Wednesday, 13th 

March 

Doors open 6.30pm 

for help setting up. 

Benching: by 

7.00pm 

Supper to Share 

We send our best wishes to any member 

who is ill or undergoing treatment.  

We hope you are soon  

feeling much better. 

March2019 eurobodallaorchidclub.webs.com/ 

 

 

At our last meeting... 

WEBSITE: 

At our next meeting... At our last meeting …... 
Benched orchid numbers were down which is to be ex-
pected at this time of year. What wasn’t expected was 
a 5 way tie for the Open Popular Vote award. Gordon 
Marion, Ron Boyd, Vicki Douglas and Garry Evans, 
Ray and Gayle Huddleston and Liz Cleaver and Tony 
Groube all produced magnificent plants. (See photo-
graphs) 
Una Roberts  won the Novice Popular Vote award. 
The highlight of the evening was a trip around Paula 
Brown’s flowering sarcochilus collection with a photo-
graphic presentation prepared by Anne-Marie Collins 
and commentary by Paula.  
Most of her sarcs have been grown from flasks over 
many years. They are rarely divided and now include 
some amazing specimen plants. Flowers include 
whites, oranges, reds, yellows, combinations, spots 
and splashes and when flowering simultaneously are 
stunning.  
We will have the opportunity to see this display in    
person when the 3 Clubs get together for a visit to  
Paula and Michael’s home in October, an event        
organised by Anne-Marie Collins as part of her tri-club 
get together program.  

 
 

The President’s Sausage Sizzle 

About 30 people attended this annual event at 
the home of Liz Cleaver and Tony Groube. The 
weather was gorgeous and members enjoyed 
wandering through Liz and Tony’s vast orchid 
collection and some were able to avail them-
selves of bargain priced plants that were for sale. 
Food was plentiful and whilst the sausages were 
a welcome entree there were also roasts, salads, 
potatoes and rolls and finally the decorated ice 
cream cones which have become a tradition. 
The lucky door prize, a mounted Jeanne Dunne  
Dockrillia, was won by Leanda O’Connor. As a 
bonus she also received a jar of Presidential 
Apricot Jam! 
Thank you to Liz and Tony for your generosity in 
hosting this first social event of 2019. 
And now a message from The President........ 
An Apology to those who attended the Presi-
dent’s Sausage Sizzle – and a couple of Thank 
Yous. 
Tony apologises for omitting the Mersey Valley 
from the Cheese Platters, and for forgetting to put 
out the Salad Dressing, the roasted, in 
shell,  peanuts, the Mediterranean Style Spicy 
Pumpkin Dip and the stuffed green olives,  not to 
mention the orange juice. A big thanks to Barb 
Williams as Specialist ‘Kitchen Hand’ and      
Gordon Marion ‘Master Chef.’ Certainly made 
the President’s lot much easier. And thank you to 
all who attended – sorry that Don and Margaret, 
Garry and one or two other regulars were unable 

to make it. 

2019 March Workshop...still time to register. 
The Batemans Bay Club will be conducting the 2019 
Workshop on 23&24 March 2019 at the Batemans Bay 
Soldiers Club.  Details are on the Batemans Bay club 
website or you can obtain information from Anne-Marie 
Collins. 

Looking to the future.....the Sapphire Coast Club 
will be hosting the 2020 March Workshop. 

http://eurobodallaorchidclub.webs.com/


EOC Newsletter editor: Sue Carroll         Email: suecarroll100@gmail.com Phone: 4471 5371 

Open Section 

Species Asia 

1st Gordon Marion 

1st Liz Cleaver & Tony Groube 

Cattleya 

Ron Boyd 

Paphiopedilum 

Don & Margaret Hayes 

Aust. Native 

Jean Swindley 

Vandaceous 

Garry Evans & Vicki Douglas 

Oncidiinae 

1st Helen Watson 

2nd Helen Watson 

2nd Gordon Marion 

2nd Ray & Gayle Huddleston 

Seedling 

Gordon Marion 

Miscellaneous 

Liz Cleaver & Tony Groube 

Ray & Gayle Huddleston 

 

Plant of the Night 

Bpl. Golden Peacock 

Gordon Marion 

Blc. Williette Wong 'The Best' 

Ron Boyd 

Phal. Unknown 

Garry Evans & Vicki Douglas 

Bulbophyllum Jersey 

Liz Cleaver & Tony Groube 

Den. Jaclyn 

Ray & Gayle Huddleston 

 

Novice 

Oncidiinae 

1st Una Roberts 

 

Plant of the Night 

Brassidium Tigerlily 'Tinonee' 

Una Roberts 

Grow Competition  

Zelglossoda 

1st Helen Marshall 

1st Gordon Marion 

An Unexpected Opportunity 

Alan and Miriam Merriman will be staying with 

Gordon Marion. At 2pm on Monday 4th March.. 

Alan will happily answer any orchid related ques-

tions you might have, whether or not you have a 

prior order to collect.  

Bulbophylum Gold-

en Peacock 

Gordon Marion 

Bulbophyllum 

Liz Cleaver &      

Tony Groube  

Dendrobium Jaclyn.  

Ray & Gayle        

Huddleston 

Blc Williette Wong 

‘The Best’  Ron Boyd 

    Phal. Unknown benched by 

Garry Evans and Vicki Douglas 

Brassidium  Tigerlilly ‘Tinonee’ 

Una Roberts 

mailto:suecarroll100@gmail.com


South and West Regional Show 

Commercial Nurseries with sales tables will be: 

Royale Orchids (the Hipkins Family)  

Earth to Joy (Lloyd Edwards)  

Steve Morgan’s Bromeliads 

 The event will  be themed:  

‘Nature’s Way’ 

but for banners, brochures and posters the event will be called: 

 ‘Eurobodalla Orchid Spectacular’ 

Membership Fees  
Annual membership fees are now due and payable to  the Treasurer:  

David Hay. He’ll accept dues at the March meeting  or they can be 

posted to him at:     PO Box 3004, Tuross Head, 2537.  

Direct deposit: EOC NAB account  082-739-13163 6113 

To Account Reference - add surname 

Fees are: $10 for singles and $15 for a family membership. 

For hard copy Newsletters/Minutes, delivered by Australia Post, add 

the additional fee of $10.  

Newsletters and memberships will cease for those who have not re-

newed by 31st March, 2019. 

Growing Competition 
The February meeting saw the end of the grow comp. 
with Helen Marshall and Gordon Marion both presenting 

Zelglossoda 
Calico Gem 
‘Green Valley’ 
in flower. 
Helen’s flower 
was fresher but 
Gordon won on 
the point score 
tally. Well done 
to both. There 
must be some-
thing about the 
air and water in 
Tuross Head.  

Committee members would appreciate your thoughts on 
the Growing Competition as they examine its future. 

Monthly Maintenance 
Given the continuing humid weather spraying 
with Mancozeb and Anti-Rot is recommended. 
Still keep an eye out for bugs. Grasshoppers, 
dendrobium beetles, slugs and snails are still 
on the move. Spray if you must, but if your col-
lection is small, regular checking will often un-
earth these critters. Confidor or Initiator tablets 
may be the way to go and their use will not im-
pact on the ‘good’ insects such as ladybirds 
and bees.  
Eco Oil is helpful in controlling scale. 
You are not alone if you have failed to find 
cymbidium spikes which normally appear in 
February. Maria Kacarovski and Liz and Tony 
have found very few ( and between them they 
have LOTS of cymbidium). Maria puts it down 
to December having lots of mild nights.  

Orchid Spotlight 
Schoenorchis fragrans....a beautiful miniature 

benched by Liz Cleaver and Tony Groube. 

This dear little 

orchid hails from 

a number of 

Asian countries 

where it grows 

in semi-         

deciduous      

forests. It is a 

warm to cool 

grower with a 

vandaceous 

growth habit. 

The brilliant pink 

flowers are 1 cm 

in diameter and 

are durable and fragrant. (apparently) 

They enjoy high humidity and do not require a rest 

period in order to bloom. 

Recognition of John Gellibrand 

In the Australia Day honours, John Gellibrand was 
awarded an OAM. John has been involved in many 
community groups and clubs and has worked tire-
lessly for these organisations over many years. His 
involvement in the EOC earned him the Orchid Club 
of NSW Meritorious  Award and Life Membership of 
the EOC. 
John held the roles of Treasurer (1995-2002) Vice-
President (2003-2007) and Public Officer (1996-
2010) within the Eurobodalla Orchid Club. John’s 
late wife Shenah had been Secretary of the Club 
from 1995 to 2001. 

As Tom Kelly always said, “March is the 
time to re-pot your sarcs.” 

 
Please check the Minutes for the latest information about 
the sale of native orchids. Rules for members are availa-
ble from the Secretary for those who didn’t receive them 
electronically. 

 



Grower’s Workshop 

This will be held on  April 5th at the Carroll’s home in Mossy 
Point ( 243 Annetts Parade) 
from 11.00 am. to12.30. Here you will see that it is possible to 
grow some orchids when the conditions are not ideal and when 
space for housing is limited. No need to bring a chair.  
For those who don’t know the area, there is a lovely walk on the 
reserve to the boat ramp and the ever popular Mossy Cafe is 
just a stroll away should you wish to extend your Mossy        
experience. 

Presentation by Kylie Stocks and  
Fernery Visit 

Please note the attached invitation from 
the Batemans Bay Club to EOC mem-
bers. Kylie Stocks will be speaking to the 
Batemans Bay Club on March 4th about 
ferns. Those receiving this electronically 
will have the invitation attached. Those 
receiving by snail mail will need to call 
Anne-Marie for details of this visit to Ky-
lie’s nursery. 0427885186 

South and West Regional Conference. 
October 5th and 6th. 
 
To ensure the smooth running of this 
event, manpower is needed. At least 15 
E.O.C.members will be needed at any 
point in time over the two days, so could 
you please set aside these dates and  
volunteer for some of the many tasks 
needing to be done. Raffle ticket sellers, 
floor walkers, security people, people to 
supervise the crèche, sales table staff 
are some of the jobs. If  you can help, 
please give your name to Glenda at the 
next meeting or email her on the address 
in this newsletter.  

Winter Display 27th July CWA Hall, Moruya 

As there will not be a Winter Show this year and therefore no 
chance to show our lovely July blooming orchids, the commit-
tee is proposing a day in July to set up a display of flowering 
orchids for the public with raffles and posies for sale. It will also 
be an opportunity to promote the South and West Regional 
Conference.  

March 23&24 – March Workshop, Batemans Bay 

April  7 – Growers’ Workshop, Sue Carroll 

April 5-7 Royale  Orchids Autumn Fair 

May 17-19 - Orchids Out West 

June 15 – EOC Orchid Crawl, Batemans Bay 

June 28-30 - Royale Orchids, Open Days and Fair 

June 29-30 - Mingara Orchid Fair 

 July 13-14- MUOS Winter Show 

July 19-20 - BBO&FS Winter Show 

July 27– EOC Display in Moruya 

August 9-11 – Orchid Extravaganza, Dural 

August 16-18 Sapphire Winter Show, Merimbula  

August 16-18 – St Ives Orchid Fair 

August 23-25 – Melbourne Orchid Spectacular (OSCOV) 

August 24-25 - EOC Spring Show, Narooma 

September 6-7 – BBO&FS Spring Show 

September 14-15 – MUOS Spring Show 

September 21 – Growers’ Workshop – Graham Jackson 

September 19-20 – Sapphire Spring Show, Bega Civic Centre 

September 21-22 - Canberra Orchid Society, annual show – Ainslie Football 

Club 

September 28 – Tri-Club Orchid Walk, Nelligen 

October 5-6 – 2019 Biennial Show of the NSW South and West Regional      

Conference of Orchid Clubs, Moruya – Eurobodalla Orchid Spectacular 

October 11-13 – Southern Orchid Spectacular, Sutherland 

October 26 – Tri-Club visit to Paula Brown Sarcs, Tuross Head 

November 1-2 – Sapphire Native Show - Merimbula 

November 9 – Annual Sarc Challenge, Eurobodalla 

December 1 – EOC Christmas Party  

 

Sad losses for Wagga Wagga Members 

Two Wagga Wagga Club Members, Andrew Easton & David 
Marsh succumbed to their respective cancer diagnoses over 
the Christmas break. Andy had been President, Vice-President 
and Committee Member over the years and David had served 
on the WWOS Committee as well. 
They were known to a number of EOC Members through their 
attendances at South Coast March Workshops and other 
events. EOC sends condolences to their families and WWOS. 



Extracts from Alan Merriman’s newsletter Feb-March 2019 

This  orchid growing season has been one of the worst I have seen for some time.  Pre December we had all sorts of weather, hot  cold  - 
wet the potting season was all upside down. I got behind with my mixing , my No1 Wayne fell through the potting bench with no injuries, so 
that had to be fixed first. I now have plenty of DEBCO BARK and plenty of my own Cymbidium Special Mix now available. Auxinone® now 
available ready for you  to apply to you newly divided plants and your seedlings that are ready to pot on.  By the end of February you may 
start the divide and repot.  After repotting, drench with Auxinone® at 1.5ml per litre of water apply every 2 weeks into March.  Keep plants 
just damp and 55% shade.  You may ask what percentage you should use.  Well I will tell you what we found out in our trials at Cecil Park 
Nursery back in the 60’s & 70’s COLAN at 50% was the strongest to produce the most flower racemes.  It was a fawn colour,  also it never 
produced many holes.  Green worked well at 50 to 75% shade, Black worked well in winter at 79% shade.  White was a disaster.  Azaleas 
grown under white did not flower and got dirty.  In summer time 60 – 70% grey – brown would be the best!  In the middle of summer you 
could use two layers, 7-8cm apart .  Don’t for get to have the weave running north – south and if possible 243cm off the ground  and the 
shed running north – south, also benches running north  south.  Don’t forget the higher the shed the better the plants will grow. 

You can start to repot now  BUT not in the heat of the day.  Remember big rooted plants  use coarse bark, fine rooted plants use fine – me-
dium  bark.  Maybe added a little peat to the mix or P400 Perlite.  With  Perlite do not over do it.  Either use P400 or P500.  Only use Jumbo 
for large rooted Cattleyas etc..  Keep the fertiliser up to all plants.  Use either CAMPBELLS YELLOW, PETERS and don’t forget MERRI COTE.  
Just sprinkle a bit around the top of the pot.  1 teaspoon per 200ml pot.  That will last you until April. 

Sometime ago I was asked if I had heard of NITROPHOSKA BLUE SPECIAL.  These days you  can buy the Chinese equivalent NITRO BLUE at 
half the price – same thing.  It has a N-P-K of 12% nitrogen 5.2% phosphorus , 14.1% potassium plus trace elements.  For orchid growers it 
has 4.3%Calcium and 1.2% Magnesium what more do you want. 

For some time a few growers wished to know how to work out Foot candles. There are heaps of ways to work it out.  The one I use is I use 
my light meter that I use when I use my old PRAKTINA camera. One set a meter at ASA 200 and shutter speed at 1/125 of a second.  Place a 
grey card over the plant.  Hold the card approx. 46cm above the leaves.  Then take light reading off the meter. 

Now is the time to top dress most of the plants e.g cymbidium.  The brew I use for 50years or so is as follows:  Osmocote 3-4 month stand-
ard 14-6.1-11.6 or make up the following: 3gm Dolomite, 1 gm Super phosphate, 0.5gm Iron Sulphate, 1.0gm UF -38.  Some growers years 
back used to top dress in the late summer with 1 teaspoon around a 200mm pot with Sulphate of Potash. 

Over the Christmas period a few new growers wanted to know what books were available to learn from.  For those who are just starting off  
is a ORCHID GROWING GUIDE by Stefan Mager.  This is ideal for the very early beginners – simple and cheap! 

My cymbidium mix is now available, DEBCO BARK, AUXINONE  etc. 

DID YOU KNOW  

Foliar nutrients are 8-10 times more effective than soil application! Have you used DISMISS® to control weeds in your orchid pots?  Let me 
know how it went! 

 

 

UNTIL NEXT TIME 

GOOD GROWING 

ALAN & MIRIAM MERRIMAN 

MIRIAM ANN ORCHIDS 

89 Levy Street,  GLENBROOK      NSW   2773 

Phone 02 4739 5141  FAX 02 4739 8090 MOBILE 0439 514141  

Email mirannorchids@pnc.com.au 

mailto:mirannorchids@pnc.com.au


EUROBODALLA ORCHID CLUB INC., 

MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING HELD 

AT CWA Hall, MORUYA ON THE 13th February 2019 

The Meeting opened at 7:30pm with the President, Tony Groube in the Chair. 

PRESENT:  … Member s.30Apologies: 5 Visitor: 0 

PRESENTATION:  

Popular Vote Open Section for November 2018 Dendrobium Ray and Gail Huddleston 

Badges to new members Judy Hunt, Susanne Gray. 

MINUTES: 

The Minutes of the last General Meeting held on the 2nd December 2018 accepted as a true copy. 

Amend  venue to Tuross Head 

Moved:  Glenda Clapin        Seconded:  Gail Huddleston CARRIED 

TREASURER’S REPORT: 

The Treasurer read his report for January with the following results: 

Income: $695.28…  Expenditure: …666.58  Profit for Month $28.70    Year to Date Profit $119.41 

Moved David Hay  Seconded Sylvia Hawkins CARRIED 

BUSINESS ARISING:-  

Roster for S&W Regional Show- Please sign up 

CORRESPONDENCE: Inward: Newsletters (see Outward) Receipt acknowledgement from Orchid Society of NSW for Judges request for 
two shows.; receipt acknowledgement for Hall Bookings Eurobodalla Shire Council. Invitation from EAR to attend their general meeting fol-
lowed by a presenters meeting. 

Outward- Confirmation Request email to Melissa Ralston ESC for Kyla Hall and Narooma Hall. Booking Forms lodged. Bookings lodged for 
CWA Hall for General Meetings and Winter Display. Request for judges for Spring Show and S&W Regional Show to OSNSW. Further details 
re catering at S&W Orchid Spectacular Steven Young Moruya Rotary. Updated Rules of Membership to all Members. January Newsletter and 
Activity Schedule to members and other clubs. Flask list from Stephen Monkhouse 

Newsletters from Canberra Orchid Society; Batemans Bay Orchid & Foliage Society; Milton Ulladulla Orchid Society, Sutherland Shire Orchid 
Society; Orchid Society of NSW, Sapphire Coast Orchid Club; Wagga Wagga Orchid Society. 

Correspondence to be accepted  Moved Glenda Clapin Seconded Ronnie Boyd CARRIED 

GENERAL BUSINESS: 

Australia Day Honours – President congratulated John Gellibrand on being awarded an OAM for service to a number of community organi-
sations, including EOC. Unfortunately we do not have a current address to assist with conveying this congratulatory message.  

Activities Sue Carroll Growers Workshop on 7th April 

From Committee Meeting Orchids in flower in July. Display at CWA on July 27th.; CWA Morning tea and lunch. Plants for sale, 10-2 on Sat-
urday. 10-1 Sunday. Volunteers to help run the event. A large event. Please sign up for helping. 

Christmas Party – thanks to Don and Margaret and all who contributed. Treasurer advised that the proceeds from the raffle conducted paid 
for catering expenses. Well done.  

Batemans Bay Workshop 23/24th  March.  

Rules for members- Printed copies for anyone who hasn’t received one. 

New Members form. Unfinancial members-change of cutoff date. 

Sausage sizzle Sunday. Don’t bring anything. Midday kickoff. 

Sales of Native Orchids- Request for licence has been declined and $100 refunded. Thus our Club cannot sell Native Orchids. Eurobodalla 
Club is not propagating the orchids, it is the growers who are propagating and thus they should apply for the licence. Should we add this to 
the rules? Meeting unanimousy agreed that the Club Rules include reference to  this prohibition of sales of Native Orchids and their hybrids 
to the public at club functions, shows, etc. 

Popular Vote- See Newsletter 

Plant of the night -5 way tie- See Newsletter 

Grow Comp- Gordon Marion and Helen Marshall each presented Grow Comp plants, thus a tie for first to flower. Winner overall of the 
Grow Comp on points accumulated was Gordon Marion. 

Raffles –Suzzanne Gray, Garry Evans, Sylvia Hawkins, Una Roberts, Gordon Marion, Anne-Marie Collins, Helen Marshall, Maria Kacarovski, 
Peter and Diane Griffiths,  

Members Badge Draw Number 29 Maria Kacarovski. 

Paula’s Presentation on Sarcs 

 




